
Which of course was ut,terly absurd. you know, noEthere and arl the nurses aid myself, ;;; Lhere werefriendly Montagnards l iving in the ;r;;:

only were we
not,hing but

Now.these were:new people who had just .come into the area?

""tr Thuy jusr brought them in. And ir was only when heradioed over to the 

-d.v isory 

group and said 'what is th is?, ,That. they said,  : 'oh,  yes.  we-ror lot  to teI I  you Ehere,s anAmeri-can hospital t irere. rrr is waL"i iry kind. of during Tet,the end of the tet Of f ensive of Gg. yeh, during t.hat t. ime Eo,they did some, Ehings rike f i .r ing 
"" 

t i iendly vi irag;s ano
-19un{i!s. 

people: w9 gor rhese i ircte wounoeo who had beenwounded by the Americans. And after i t .  was al l  over r t .alkedto the American mi l i tary in rather strong terms and r  said,  ,you
know, th is doesn' t  go.  you guys . . , r  And they said,  r ,Wel l - ,  g€€.Everythi!9 was so upset and teir ible. w" even shot sorne of ourown peopre. l '  "That _is no excuse, '? r  said.  , r  was scareospit less tob the who]e t. ime but r did not cut off Lhe rvrong legon anyone. You've got t.o be a professional i f  you;ie goirr6 ao-be a professional .  "  you know, Le*ibre excuses f  or  th ings l ikethis.  r t  was a yery _hairy t ime. e" i - i t  was month af ter  the Tetof fensive that they-oeciolo Lo hi t  us 

"rra 
r  st i l j_ don,L knowwhy. Because there were certainly N;ri l i  vietnamese engaged inthe offensive on the town Ehat ni-|rrt-oi--auri-ng tne *ntr" t irne oft,he Tet offensive. The NorLh vieEnamese had 1eft us arone al lthrough t.hat so we fert secure artei i t  happened. And aft.ert 'hey'd lef t  us al-one al- I  dur ing i t  ina-arr-6r a sudclen they vre.rethere

Te1l  me about that .

wel- l ,  i -L was one of  those nights when --of  course, there was al-ot of st 'uff going on aroung !1. nosfitar every nighr. beginnrngwith the Ter drreis i - re and fol l0wing that,  just  k ind,  ofindef in i te ly.  And you'd hear them lhoocing of f  rnortar.shel is oryl.. t  have you, in t6wards ihe airport and into the town. Andthen we Lhe American gun ship"'*or-,ro--get up and startshoot, ing back with tracei bullels f i t i lg and so forth anrr wo'were kind of used ro rhe sruff.  Bur on6 night r woke ;;;  i";-"at  Lhe hospi ta l ,  and r  woke up and r  real ized. that  the shel lsseemed to be coming from a cr6ser spot than they usually were.r could actually hear them loading lnei- i  mortars. Anrl.  so rpeaked out the.window_of my room ind sure enough i could seethem just  out  in the f ront yarg, . fou * i t i . t  say.  The f i rst  partof the hospit.al was r,he outiatienl yi-ng; rhe prrrr**"y and myroom and t,he nurses rooms were at trre dna of trrat. a_"a r could
: ." .  them just  out  in f  ronL of  us.  of  course when r  real ized.they were that close and a1r these burret.s are f lying aroundusually when t.his sort. of thing went on-r would g-o oit arro checkand reassure oeople and see if anybody had been hurt and see ifthere's-  anyt.hi -ng-to do. But r  real ized i f  r  walked out t .hed.oor-, chey wour-d see me and if they h;drt't meant to come intb
:le h.ospitSJ proper they mighr i t  Lirev saw an American. so rthought wer-r ,  probably t 'd 6etter jusi  

" t .y 
pur.  And Lhere wasno way t,o conrnunicate with the nurie who ,is'i 

-currn"" 
girl ,Renatta Kumin,- because her room-was right nexE. t,o mine, butthere was a brick wal1 between and the door to hers opened out.towards Ehe back towards the hospitai. so r waited unti l  r

r l



savages. The.MonLagnards t radi t ional ly l ived in huts bui1t .  up
on st i l ts ,  which was a k ind.of  pract ic i l  th ing Eo do, made of
woven bamboo with a that .ched roof . , .The men wore just  lo in
cloths and Lhe women just a sarong type skirt wralped around
them and t,hat was it f or eit.her sex. Then they notrr iraa
blankets that lhey would wrap around them when the weat.her got
9-"1d. _And again, wove in cocton they wove these things
themselves. The women did the weaving except that. the min was
supposed !o weave his own loin cloth before he got married. He
wov-e this special Ioin .c1oth. Thel" re divi-ded into a rarge
number of tr ibes. probably twent.y-f ive to chirty dependiig upon
how you count them. The two maj oi groups are the Irla-taya
Polonesian and the Mungcomard groups. Ana Ehe Malaya
Polonesian, .you know just  by the name, they're s i rn i iar  t .o the
ones found in the lvlalay peninsula and the bolonesian peoples and
the Mungcomard are more similar Ec the Laosians and Cimbodians
highlands people. Like the lvtung graup over here f rom Loas .
They're animus basical ly --  they see spir i t ,s in al l  the
material things. Ivtost. ly spir i ts t-hey worried about were the
evi l  spir i ts.  

-  
Evi i  spi-r l t i  ! /ere ccnsi . lered responsible f  or

everything that went wrong; in.cludlnq disease. And even in late
years we would someLimes geL. people in from the vir lages that
had had no conta-ct f , i i th Christ ianity and that was a t irqe
majorit .y of thern. or even scme of ihe ones that. had, f6r thar
matter.  some of  t .he ones that ivere supposedry chr ist ian,  the'y
really blamed the i l lness on the e",r i l  spir i t . .  

- 
I  remember so

v.rel l ,  one man brought in his solr vrho -uras sewerely anemic.
Real ly in t rouble.  And r  asked Lhem, r  mean the f i rst .  th ing we
did for t,he child was to f ind sorne bl-ood and gi-ve him a
transfusion because he was --helo abcut.  had i i .  And he told.  me,
in fact he volunt.eer.ed. the infcrmalion, he said, "you know, when
I f i rst  real ized he was sick I  rvenL t .o the sorcerer and he told
me the sacr i f ices to of fer  and I  of fered. them and ki l Ied a wate: :
buffal -o '  and r tve forgotten al l  nhe wl lo l -e ot .her wer l  there
were three or four sacr i - f ices the last  one was the one thar
was considered the mosL powerful. Two goats and. a chicken. Anrl
nothing had happened.,  he wasn' t  an1,-  bet-er and he saidj  " r  was
al l  out  of  animals so f  had to comb in here.  "

So they bel ieved in magic?

wel l - ,  they bel iever l  in evir  spir i t : ;  and the sorcerer would
prescr ibe the sacr i f ices t .o of fer  to get r id of  them or
somet.imes he would go through some mot,ions and supposedly t.ake
something out. of. their body thal their body a evir spir i t
show them something then said t.hat was whal was causing your
troubre.  And of  course someLimes Lhey got,  wel l  because Lhere's
always the psychological component - aui a chi ld with severe
anemia did not. Another t ime r had a woman come in with her
chi ld Ehat had a severe pots disease, Tuberculosis and spina --
real bad deformity of the spine, and just to cover the bisis r
asked if  anything had happened thinking possibly i t  courd have
been an_injury,  and she said,  "we11, oi  iourse lomething
happened. '  The evi l  spir i ts broke his back. " Evi l  spir les were
very, very real to chem. And.sometimes the good spii i t .s. They
would have good spir ics residing, sdy in thaE. large rock over
there or that tree or scmething. And bhis was a iremendous
thing to Ehem when they go displaced later on because of t ,he
encroachmenL of the North"viet,namese and the vc. They becarne



refugees and goL inEo refugee viI lages. And one of the t.oughest
things for t,hem was leaving those spir i ts behind. r mean, irre:-r
fam1ly for generations had had the ipir i t  rhaL l ived in r.hat
rock there to prot.ect them. '  

"

]{oy.did_you try to work with rhem knowing that they had these
bel iefs? 

,  i , i ' , '
wel l ,  actual ly for  t .he most part  we didn,t  real ly int .eract .  too
much with thoie because they realized that we worked
differently and they found. Lrrat for the most-part we could do
pretty weIl.  Now, an amusing thing happened in that regard. we
had a vi l lage chief come in and he brought two or three women
with him and he said that these women were possessed of evi l
spir i ts and because of them people were getl ing sick and- dying
in ' the vi lrage. And they had done everyEhing Errey could thinl.
of  to get r id of  rheir  evi t -  spir i rs 'and of fe ied u!  a l l  r .he
sacrif  ices t.hey could think of .  And their id.ea wls Ehat. when
these women slept these eviL spir i ts 'came out-,f  rom them and. ate
the souls of the other people in Ehe vi l lage and. those people

:i:5;ffi8 3lu,ii":; "?;"li"t#3i :Hi3'I.f;*i::;"t":m *F"."
when every-body else was awake. And the next thing they were
going to do i f  we couldnrt  help them-was to 'send Ehe wornen out
.  -  

ju l t  _expel  them from the vi l lage to the j t ingle in which case
lhey'd dj-e because they real ly didnrt  have iny-way of  r iv ing out
in the jungle.  r 'm not sure how they picked.Lrresl  part icul i r
women as having evi l  spir i ts.  But t .hat 's what ehey did.
A1wav, the idea that the vi l lage chief had come ui with was
that since we could operat.e on people and cure a r-ot of things,
maybe we could operate and take the evi l  spir i ts out.

Did you ever f ind out what was causing the i l lness?

we d. idn' t  .  r  asked t .hem to -  -  i t  was impossible f  or  me to go
out there or r would have gone, but r told them in order to
operate on these women and get r id of the evi l .  spir ics you've
got t.o promise me t,hat you' 1l bring in the sick people wnen Lhey
get sick so that we can do something about iL. ?errl  yeh, the
vi l lage chief said he wourd but nothing ever came of i t .  But
an)rway we operated and the women evidently were rid. of t.he evil
spir i ts or maybe t.he epid.emic just ran ics course, anyway, t,he
t?l lg stopped evidently. They were al lowed ro. stay i ir  che
vi l Iage. r  shouldn' t  sdy,  we operat .ed. one young doctor wi th
the.mi l i ta-ry advisory no he wasn' t  wi th t r r6 mir i tary
advisory, he was with the fourth division. The fourth division
were down in Pleiku which was 50 ki lometers to the sout.h of us,
and they during Lhe t ime they were down there t.hey jusE did
not have enough work of t.heir own to do and so word got around
ahd t,wo ac a Eime t.hey'd come up and work with us for two weeks
at a t, ime. And this was man/e1ous because sometimes we had some
lhat were surgeons, some that were special ists in other things.
r! wa9 really great to have Lhem. But..anyway, i t  happened ai
Ehe t ime uhat we had t.he evi lspir i tdectomies to be a-oire, we had
a young man who was going into orthopedics. so r Eold him, Jim,
t.his is your chance. You get to.opeiaLe and .:E,ake out the evi l
spir i ts

What kind of operat, ion did he perform?

7



wel1,  for  the most. .p"r t . i t  was jusL a quest ion of  making a cut .Actually he asked. them if they ftner whe*re their evi]_ spir i t .swere, so one woman did. she thought i t  was right here so hejust .  cut  some skin there and took out a piece 6r,r . i " .  Theother two -4i6n' t  know',where theirs were so he tr ied to f ind somemoles on t"h€m. that:,.he thought would be just as werr to take offan)rway. That made-.him feel  professional ly a l i t t re berrer,taking somet,hing of f  .

How much contact did you have wit.h t.he mil i tary?

As the years went by more and more. Now when we f irst startedo*!r to begin with the mil i !3ry- advisory group didn'L have anymedicar lype personnel at al l ,  but as t irey goE rarger, and asthe American involvement increased they had a doctor and acouple cf  rnedics working wiLh them, pai t iat :y Jo-a;ku'care oftheir own people but ar-io they 
"orrid. 'go 

out and do, v,rha[ didLhey cal l  rhose r .h ings? Medcips g6irrg o" i -  i " -c. i re 
'v i r rages.

And very short ly most of them found ihat-meacaps were a waste oft ime. And so t.hey start.ed devoting trr" i ,  t ime to neiping: us,and t,hey would come over and work ir ictr us at the hospitar.

Why did they feel: ' that medcaps were a wast.e?

Because t.hey were very much a one shot deal. you knoi. i  you wentr
?ut and go t.o this vj- l lage this day, and thaL. wir. lage another
9.y,  and vrhar you could oo witr r  onl 'c ime is p=eC-y-- i imireo. soi t '  real- ly did-nl t  make a great.  deal  of  sense. 1, lhereas \ .2^rr .nrr ' l r r

FFi #T.;?::i:"i:"J: :ii'n:|,:l;"":3T:*:"1":,*i*tff_:E[-;"
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inpat ients or.some of those thingi .  And that.  was e roal  t^r in
help - AnrJ then 'when the f ourt,h diviEion gor. down ." pi.iil-.il"i
were sending us doctors on a regular basi i  for ,  oh,  a couple ofyears i  t .h ink i t  ,was. I  don' t  remember exact l r r .

When was that?

That was later on..  r ,eL's see, what year were the1,/  threre? Gosh.oh, yeh, r .hat .  was qui te a bi t  larer bn ueciur.-Crr iu- ; ; "  afr .erour hospi ta l  had had to move f  rom t-hc nt ,hospitai -i;;' 
kilomer ers "J:"i5:*r;:".:*i"Fr;;*I'oll,i;l!,.""couple of  Montagnard v i l lages. we were at lacked t .here in ,68 bythe North viet.namese. And so we moved into the gir ls boarding

school and the boarding school gir ls went and sl6pt on t,he f loorof the day school at night. and Ehared quart.ers wiE.h t,hem. rtwas after that. the forth division came -so 
it  must have been, oh,

'69 or '  70. And around that same t. ime r think i t .  was r-,haf f hew
estabrished an evac hospitar down in preiku 67th 

".rJ", 

"" iJ- '
they were a tremendous herp. They would send. some of Eheirsurgeons up to help us out when they weren'E too busy. Theywould take cases.. for us when they irere not. too busy wiE,h
Americans. They would t,ake some rare cases that, ne6ded surgery
.-- emerg'ency surgery: They g'ave us their out, dab.ed b100dbecause-they weren'L abre Lo-use i t  t t t "  ouy- i t i " i - i t - i . "
ouldated, whereag::w€ would use it anytime trrat it was sEilr oK
!o ggt t.hrough the.tubing. rt .workeii t ine. rncidentalry theAmerican mi l i tary,  in.general  just  volunteered to give brood l ikemad- we had al1 k inds of  Lhat 's our chief  souice of  b lood.



The locaI people eventually came around to giving too but Lhat
was a hard batt le.  .  .

How did you get your,suppl ies?

A 1i t t1e bi t 'of  every,place.
af ter  we'd been therb iwhi le.
t.he United Stat.es AtrD:program.
were donated directly from the
some ot.her countri_es too. And
got,  pr imari ly f rom the U.S.

Some of i t  the mil iLary donated
Some 'of it we managed to tap inEo

We'f id get. some that way. Some
Unit.ed States or sometimes from
some we bought with donaLions we

was this through the Cathol ic Rel ief?

No, not usual ly.  r t  
jwas 

kind of  f rom every prace- we st .ar ted a
group two groups. I shouldn't,  say we st,art fr iends of
ours start.ed a group in Milwaukee because t.hat 's were two of my
nurses were from, and a group here in the seaLtle area, to raise
funds for the hospi ta l .  And we had people giv ing,  usuat ly sma11
donat ions,  on a regular basis sort ,  o i  tn ing.  So-we got our
primary cash supplies which, also as the years vrenL oi l ,  provided
for support ing other people who came to work at the hospltat
because Cathol ic Rel ief  Services supported myser f  and the f i rst
two nurses then l-aiter on they supported a couple more. But
noL near ly everyone that came to work at  the hospi ta l .  so we
had t.o f ind other funding for a 1ot. of them

Tel l  me about the progression of  t .he war f rom 59 to 75 -  How did
i- t  ef fect  you?

we1I,  gradual ly i t ,  got  more and more. r  can' t  remember exactry
yl?! .  year i t  was LhaL they started actual ly coming in and
ki l l ing people in the v i l lages i f  t .hey wouidn' t  c6operate and
just  k ind of  taking over v i l lages- one of  t .heir  fa i 'or i te
tr icks,  of  course was to come in an kidnap the smal l  chi ldren
when the adulLs were out working in the f ields and Lhen send
word i f  you'd l ike your chi ldren back you have to send'so many
men to work with us. And they got men to work with them that
way. Because Ehe chi ldren were ext , remely pr ized. Even more so
than our chi ldren here

Now these are t.he VC not the Nort,h Vietnamese?

These were VC. The North viet.namese did noL move down unti l
about somet, ime before the Tet of fensive of  '58 i  because they
ye{e.very much involved in that as the Nort.h vietnamese Army.
And it .  was the North vietnamese Army sappers t,hat were accuilry
the ones t.haL attacked our hospitar . r,el '  s see, when d.id we
start .  geLt ing t .he chloroform resistant malar ia,  because thaE
they brought. t.hat with t,hem.

The North Vietnamese brought that malaria wit.h them?

n the area, but i t  was
sensit ive t.o chloroform, and as long as that was true, malaria
was realIy only a big: problem in the infants and sma1l chi ld.ren
or you get l leople in that were'extremely anemic having very bad
bouts of  malar ia.  -But,  we pract ical ly d. id.n ' t  see uhem aftLr
t.hey weie abouE Len or Ewelve years otd trrat were realry sick .


